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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE READER. 


VW F. substance of the following attempt to relieve dis- 

couraged christians, delivered in a sermon at an 
annual association, held at | Northampton, May 26, 1779, 
and was by the Ministers : Messengers of the churches 
desired to be printed. But most of the said ministers, and 
many of my friends, apprehending afterwards that the 
great variety and vast impartance of the subjects attended 
to, would not admit of their being properly treated in so 
small a compass as that of a sermon, they requested that 
the plan might be enlarged, and the ideas expanded ; and 
advised to printit by subse ription. 

This proposal I could not immediately comply with, as 
it materially differed from, and greatly exceeded, what 
was at first desired; and therefore I resolved not to pub- 
lish in any form, till the sense of the associate brethren 
could be taken. Accordingly at their next annual meet- 
ing, I gave my reasons "a I had not complied with their 
request; of which they approved, and earnestly desired 
the last-mentioned plan might be adopted and pursued. 

I should not perhaps have mentioned the above, only | 
for the satisfaction of those who have complained of the 
long delay. Being in a|state of entire suspense for one 
year, and waiting to collect the names of subscribers after-_ 
wards, were the chief, though not the only reasons of the 
publication being postponed : for various am 20 oc- 
currences have contributed to the delay. | | 

Respecting what I haye written, I have only to say, the 
establishment of truth, the relief of distressed souls, the 
increase of brotherly loye among the godly of every deno- 
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( iv ) 
mination, delight in the adorable and boundless perfec- 
tions of the great Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, and 
conformity to his righteous will, are the ends I have had 
in view, and which I earnestly wish may be accomplished. 
But whether the manner of treating the several subjects 


be calculated to answer such purposes, I cannot say. I 
am habitually afraid, lest truth should suffer through my 


weakness, and on that account have often repented that © 


I complied with the request of my friends, However, 
having been greatly perplexed with most of the difficulties 
referred to, I am not without hope that the communica- 
tion of what has beed relieving to my own mind, may be 
of use to others in similar exercises, through the blessing of 
God, which it is earnestly desired may attend every reader. 
And for which end may each one endeavour to lift up his 
heart unto him who hath said, The meek he will guide in 

judgment, and teach his way. Finally, brethren pray for 

me, that I may live under the influence of truth, and in 

the prospect of eternal glory! 


ROBERT HALL. 
ARNSBY, 


May 21, 17 er SE60 
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Twenty-ricut years have elapsed since that’ 
Sermon was delivered, in Pulpit at 


Northampton, before the Baptist Association, 
which Mr. Hall afterwards enlarged into the fol- 
lowing Treatise. As I then united with many 
others, in earnestly soliciting its publication, so 
I have since repeatedly perused it with much 
satisfaction. When, therefore, the Publisher of 
the present Edition applied to me for a recom- 
mendatory Preface, | felt no hesitation but what 
from the early jmpressions of veneration for 
e of the wisest and best of men, to whom I 
was habituated to look up with such respect, as 
made this office feel to me assuming and arro- 
gant. But when! reflect that he has been re- 
moved from our world for more| than sixteen 
years, (and verily | miss no man more!) and 
consider that, since his decease, many have joined 
our churches, who never had opportunity duly 
to appreciate his worth; it seems not to be tak- 
ing too much upon me, to testify in what high 
estimation he was justly held by those who had 
the pleasure of his acquaintance. Strong natu- 
ral powers, ardent piety, deep exercises of mind, 
a series of singular and sanctified trials, with a 
special unction from the Holy One, rendered him 
o ayy of quick understanding in the fear of the 
| | 
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Deeply convinced of human guilt and depra- 
vity, and ve zealous fof the honour of sove- 
reign grace af no less concerned for internal 
holiness and practical religion ; he was careful 
to walk in the midst of the paths of judgment, 
and to beware of turning aside to the right hand 
or the left. . 
Open to conviction, and willing to follow the 
light of Revelation, let it lead him whithersoever 
it would, he believed that, about fourteen years 
before his death, he had formed a more excellent 
way of solving some theological difficulties, than 
he had adopted in the earlier part of his mini- 


stry. 
He called no man upon earth master, in re- 
spect of his religious sentiments, but he took a 
peculiar delight in the wile of president Ep- 
Warps; and two Sermons by Mr. Smalley, (which 
I borrowed of our venerable friend Mr. Newton 
of Olney, and after transcribing them, lent them 


to Mr. Hall,) contributed much to strengthen his 


conviction, that the moral Impotence of Sinners is 


no more an excuse for their slighting the Cali of 


the f, than it is for their violating the Com- 
mands of the Law. As the greatest disinclination 
to regard divine Authority cannot release a ra- 
tional creature from an obligation to obey God’s 
pis; so the utter aversion of a sinner, to re- 
gard the sindness of God our Saviour, cannot 
release him from an obligation thankfully to com- 
ply with his Invitations. 
At the same time, Mr. Hall remained as stre- 
nuons an advocate as ever for the necessity and 
efficacy of divine Influence, to induce sinners or 


Saints to comply cordially with their indispen- 
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vii) 
sible Duty; and he was the more abundantly 
confirmed in a belief of the sovereign freeness of 
Grace, by reflecting that the inexcusable Per- 
verseness of the human heart, which renders the 
agency of the divine Spirit so necessary, must 
at the same time evince that we are utterly un- 
worthy of his gracious interposition. The greater 
is our reluctance to come unto God, in the way 
which he has prescribed for our return, the more 
undeserving are we of being drawn unto him 
by his Holy Spirit. 

But this excellent man remarked, that if the 
Trvitations of the Gospel are not indefinite, or ad- 
dressed to sinners considered simply as needy and 
guilty, there can be no foundation for the frst 
act of Faith; the sinner can have no warrant for 
his application to Christ, anless he could know 
his Election, or prove his Regeneration, before he 
committed his soul to him. Hence, as he once 
observed in a letter toa friend, they who would 
restrict the Call of the Gospel, “ ought in reason 
“ to point out how unbelievers may know their 
“election or regeneration im order to warrant 
“ their first app ication to Christ; or how the 
“ assurance of personal interest in Christ may be 
“ obtained, before persons come to him. The 
“ first acts of faith must be unwarrantable and 
** presumptuous, if there be no previous Call or 
Invitation. We allow a change of heart must 
* precede Faith, but utknown Kenovation cannot 
“ be the ground of the sinner’s first encourage- 
“ ment to apply to the Saviour, or that on which 
his right to confide in him is founded, because 
“it isunknown. And to suppose any knowledge 
“ of regeneration or a change of heart, in_order 
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( viii ) 
« ¥o a reliance on Jesus, is the same as supposing 
“ an assurance of ing the Spirit and grace 

* of God, while an unbeliever; or that a man 

« must know he is really safe, before he /ice from 

danger.” 
This little volume, however, is far from being 

confined to a Subject on which Mr. Hall, in his 
— Jatter years, thought differently from the opinion 

he had embraced, at his first setting out in the 

ministry. It contains an able Vindication of 
t the genuine Doctrines of Grace, from the objec- 
i tidas of Socinians, Sabellians, Arminians, and 
| Antinomians. At its first publication, it was 
much approved by many pious, judicious, and 
learned men, of different Denominations; and 
Gg here that excellent man, who is now labourin 
$ in India, with such indefatigable zeal for the sal- 
vation of the heathen, first found his own System 
of Divinity. Raised from the greatest obscurity, 
Mr. Carey had but little access to books, at his 
first setting out in religion; and perplexed be- 
tween the statements of the Arminians, and the 
crudest representations of Calvinism, by persons 
bordering closely on Antinomianism, he searched 
the scriptures attentively for himself, endeavour- 
ing to find out the narrow way, between ex- 
tremes which seemed irreconcileable to the ho- 
nour of the divine Government, and the glory of 
divine Grace ; and this was the first summary of 
evangelical truth, which appeared to him fully 
to accord with the sacred standard. 

On one particular, which many readers might 
expect Mr, Hail to have noticed, he has hardly 
touched, viz. the denial of the Law of God asa 
rule of conduct to Belicvers, This Sentiment he 
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( | ix.) 
ever considered as so gross a piece of Antinomia. 
nism, that he did not suppose any man could em. 
brace it, whose conscience was not seared as with 
a hot iron, The eminent Divines, who verged 
to an extreme respecting the obligation of sinners 
to repent and believe the Gospel, would have re- 

rovated this Doctrine as tending to the greatest 
Dr. Gill, Mr. ‘Brine; Mr, Top. 
lady, &c. utterly condemned so vile a sentiment, 
But within the last twenty years how many who 
exclaimed against Mr, Hall and his brethren, for | 
embracing new sentiments respecting the Duty 
of Sinners, have readily departed from their for- 
mer guides, and embraced mew notions respecting 
the Duty of Believers. | 

To me it appears d most marvellous instance 
of the Deceitfulness of Sin, if amy man can think 
himself a friend to beanmelionl Keligion, who 
by sinking unbelievers below all obligation, and 
raising believers above all Obligation, almost anni- 
hilates both Duty and Sin, and so leave no room 
for the exercise of either pardoning Mercy or 
sanctifying Grace, The apostolic axiom, where 
there is no Law there is no Transgression, justly 
leads us to conclude, that they who are below or 
above Law have no guilt, and need no Saviour: 
there is no room to shew the riches of his Grace, 
or the efficacy of his Blood, in the pardon of 
those who never deserved punishment. If the 
Command be exceedingly narrow, our sins must 
be very few, and the pardon of them a small 
matter, And if the effectual Influence of the Spi- 
rit be supposed to be the source, rule, and mea- 
sure of Obligation, v one can have reason to 
mourn for sin ; since he always does as much as . 
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he was powerfully inclined to do, and by this 
supposition it was not his Duty to do any more. 
Thus sinless Perfection is easily attained, though 
in the backward way ; not by coming up to the 
standard of Rectitude, but by bringing it down 
4o our level. Most comfortable Doctrine to a 
carnal heart! 

The firdt Edition of this excellent work was 
very incorrectly printed. This will I trust be 
found very much improved, by the care of my 
respected Brother, the Editor, who is endeared 
tome by the friendship of forty vears, (for it is 
very wear so long since we were baptized toge- 
ther at Northampton) and by many corrections 
made by the Author himself, as well as by the 
addition of a clear Analysis. May God bless 
the re-printing of it, to lead many more fully into 


the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, is the earnest 
Prayer of 


The Reader’s cordial Friend, 
and Servant for Christ’s sake, 
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HELP 


TO 


ZION’S TRAVELLERS, &c. 


ISAIAH lvii, 14, 


CAST YE UP, CAs YE UP, PREPARE THE WAY, TAKE 
UP THE STUMBLING-BLOCK OUT OF THE WAY OF 


(THESE words ate to have been the lan- 
guage of those who in a time of general 
declension adhered to God and religion, and in : 
every difficulty and danger trusted in the Lord, 
being encouraged by his precious promises as 
mentioned in the preceding verse. Knowing by 
mournful experience the various obstacles and 
intricacies which annoy and perplex the heavenly 
traveller in times of distress and obscurity, they 
are represented as saying on behalf of the dis- 
couraged and entangled, to those who were ¢m- 
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